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Oct. 15—Board Meeting 
Oct. 17—Metro North Fall Event 
Oct. 23-24—Fall Retreat 
Oct. 29—Lower Kaskaskia Fall     
            Fellowship 
Sept. 24-25 2010—District  
            Convention at Centralia 
 

�	�������������
President’s Page                   2 
Counselor’s Message            3 
Young Women Rep              3 
Gospel Outreach                   4 
Servant Resources                5 
Human Care                         5 
Retreat Form                         6 
Communication                    7 
Christian Life                        7 
District Directory                 8 
Gifts of Love                          8 

Mission Statement:  The Mis-
sion of the Southern Illinois 
District of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League 
is to encourage each woman 
in the district to grow spiritu-
ally and to use her God given 
gifts to praise God and serve 
people. 
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For many years, funds collected for the publication and mailing of 
the Missionette have been dwindling (due to decreased subscriptions) 
while the cost of printing and mailing has increased.  In the past quar-
ter year alone, the cost to mail Missionette newsletters tripled.  It is 
expected at this current rate, the cost to print and mail the Missio-
nette will be approximately $2,400 for the next year; and subscription 
rates would need to be doubled to meet this expense.  Minor increases 
in the subscription rates have always resulted in a small overage each 
year that has absorbed any increases during the following year.  For 
the first time ever, funds collected from the subscriptions will result 
in a deficit of nearly $400 for this calendar year.  While printing costs 
have not increased at the same rate as mailing, postage is the bulk of 
this expense.   

In looking forward, the Southern Illinois District LWML Board 
has decided to take action.  It was decided to discontinue the Missio-
nette in print format after December 2009.  The last issue for this cal-
endar year will be printed and mailed to subscribers.  Beginning in 
March 2010, electronic copies will be emailed to pastors and those 
providing email subscription contacts.  The Missionette has been 
available in electronic format for over a year on the district webpage: 
http://sidlwml.org/  All members are encouraged to use the website as 
a source of information beyond just viewing the Missionette. 

The board agonized over this decision; realizing that this change 
may exclude many members that do not have access or feel uncom-
fortable using a computer.  However, the board members call all of 
you to view this change as an opportunity to serve.  Identify those 
members that may not be able to access the Missionette in electronic 
format and serve with gladness by printing a copy for them.  This 
new format provides opportunities for societies to use the Missionette 
in ways that may not have been possible in the past. Societies can 
print or copy as many as are needed for outreach opportunities.  The 
challenge is to take this bold new change to new places and new peo-
ple; trusting in the Lord Jesus to send out His Spirit through the 
LWML. 

Please send email for Missionette subscription list to Valerie 
Meyer (address in back) or to vrm1998@charter.net   

Change coming in 2010 



 

The purpose of the president is to provide Christ centered leadership, using 
His wisdom and provision to seek opportunities in helping our LWML sisters 
use their gifts in service to the Lord. 

From Brenda... 
President Brenda 
Schoenbeck 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 
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‘Tis good, Lord, to be here!  Yet we may not remain;  
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain.”  LSB 414 
 

What a lovely city Portland, OR, is and what a great time we had there! The weather was perfect, the trans-
portation was easy, and the fellowship of over 3,300 LWML members and friends at the LWML Convention 
was outstanding.  Approximately 25 persons were registered from the Southern Illinois District.  All seven zones 
were represented.  If you haven’t already, I encourage societies contact your delegate and invite her to give you a 
report.  Your delegates are listed below.   

GREATER EGYPT- Amie Smithley (618) 357-9761  
METRO CENTRAL- Valerie Thompson (618) 398-0815  
METRO NORTH - Marie Ruyle (618) 635-3224  
METRO SOUTH- Marilyn “Mickey” Roth (618) 277-3649  
MID STATE- Debbi Ray  (217) 438-4202 
LOWER KASKASKIA- Fern Witte  (618) 758-3049 
UPPER KASKASKIA- Norma Tucker (618) 493-6113 �

Each attendee to the convention should have received a DVD of the convention highlights and adopted mis-
sion grants for the 2009-2011 biennium. You can check the upcoming issue of the Quarterly or visit the LWML 
web-site at www.lwml.org for convention details and pictures. 

The adopted mission goal for the 2009-2011 biennium is $1,825,000.00, the largest ever!  The convention 
offerings totaled $170,298.31.  The offerings as of July 1 are listed below. 
 

OFFERING #1 LWML 2009-2011 Mission Goal – $40,114.89  
OFFERING #2 The Lutheran Hispanic Lay Training Program - $23,974.21  
OFFERING #3 Alaska Mission for Christ – $28,117.29 
OFFERING #4 LWML Endowment Fund –$25,485.91 
MISSION IN MOTION  - $52,606.01 
 

The Gifts from the Heart ingathering included: 308 Health Kits ; 194 Art Kits; 697 Packages of Socks (5-10 
pair per package);  308 Teddy Bears; 421 Packages of Tee shirts (1-5 per package); 1776 Miscellaneous items. 
 

Wow!  Convention is now over; the anticipation and excitement have faded a bit. But we have come down from 
the hills to the plains with the message that “Our God Reigns.” We still have the joy that message brings. 
 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  Romans 10:15 
 

                                                                                                                            Your sister in Christ, 
                                                            Brenda Schoenbeck 
 

 
 

 

MISSIONETTE   (USPS-353-760) 
Periodicals postage paid are published 
March, June, September, December by 
the Southern Illinois District Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 908 Ar-
rowhead Dr., Collinsville, IL 62234.  
Editor: Jane Lucht, 10319 Elm Shade 
Road, Red Bud, IL 62278.  Address 
changes to: Peggy Sachtleben, 908 Ar-
rowhead Drive, Collinsville, IL 62234.  
1400 copies printed, 1201 copies mailed, 
145 hand carried, 54 not distributed. 

Our Prayers for: Elena Howarth, president of the Mid 
State Zone who had back surgery this summer 
Our Congratulations: to Peggy Sachtleben and Rev. Larry 
Meinzen on their marriage in June. 
 



TELL THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you, and lo I am with you 
always to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20) 
              

These all too familiar words, the Great Commis-
sion of our Lord, were the command given to Jesus' 
disciples on a mountain in Galilee. Coming down 
from the mountain, they were to go out and continue 
the mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with others. The disciples faithfully carried out their 
mission as they went out into the world proclaiming 
the Gospel. 

We, too, disciples of today, are being sent out by 
God to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. We too 
are to be about the task of telling others about Jesus, 
our Savior from sin. We have a wonderful opportunity 
before us.  

Like those disciples so long ago, many of us have 
come down from the mountain. 3300 Christians were 
inspired and enlightened as they gathered this past 
June at the LWML Convention in Portland. “Look to 
the Hills…Our God Reigns.” That was a great theme. 
During the three days in June there was singing, pray-
ing, studying God’s Word and listening to inspiring 
speakers - and a new mission goal of $1.8 million dol-
lars. What an experience! Words are difficult to find 
to describe the event. But that experience came to an 
end and we could not remain on that mountain. Those 
of us who gathered there came back down to the val-
ley encouraged and strengthened and reading to con-
tinue the mission of sharing the Good News. We have 
some wonderful news and a mighty task before us. 

We hear our Lord speak to us as we go about the 
task of sharing the Good News. As we share, we do so 
with the promised assurance of our Lord: "Lo I am 
with you always." What a glorious promise that is!  As 
sisters and brothers in Christ, may we carry the cause 
of missions to the Lord in prayer.  The sincere prayers 
of Christians can accomplish much under God's bless-

Counselor’s Corner 
Rev.  Dale Skeesick 
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Commitment, motivation, enthusiasm, what do 
these three words have in common?  These are some 
of the traits of a good leader.  You can just tell when 
the Lord has given a person in charge the talent to do 
so, can’t you?  Things really seem to go well when 
they chair the event. 

Well, what if you have been given the responsibil-
ity of a task that you just don’t feel qualified to do, 
then what?  Ask yourself this first, “Am I serving the 
Lord in this job?”  If the answer is yes than ask for 
His help and He will give you the strength to make it 
through.  Make your Commitment to the Lord to do 
your best for Him!  Then, if you aren't’ the public 
speaker or the organizer, or what you think it takes to 
do well, look for those that are and ask for their help.  
Be a motivator.  You know the people that have the 
qualities you need to get the job done.  By the way, 
the Lord is with you, He is probably putting those 
people right in front of you to ask anyway.  Use your 
enthusiasm to bring the group together to work for the 
Lord and “serve Him with gladness!”  If the Lord 
brought you to it, He will bring you through it. 

As the leader, you should not do everything your-
self, delegate the things you know another person can 
do well.  Keep your prayers for guidance open and 
understand with God nothing is impossible.  Stay 
committed, be a motivator and be enthusiastic.  Re-
member you can give thanks in all circumstances. 

Encourage all women to “serve the Lord with glad-
ness” in whatever they do.   

ing for the mission of winning souls for Christ and 
heaven.  May it be our prayer that as we come off the 
mountain, God would grant success to our telling others 
the good News of Jesus Christ. May God bless our en-
deavor. 

 

The counselor’s message in the June Missionette was 
written by Rev. Mark Nebel and not Rev. Skeesick. 

Young Women Rep 
Deb Albers 

“Serve the 
Lord with 
Gladness” 



  Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
   Mickey Roth 

The purpose of the Office of Gospel 
Outreach is to use scripture and in-
formation about our grants to uplift 
each woman of the SID LWML so 
her life serves as a witness to both 
Christians and non Christians and 
so she gives abundantly of her tal-
ents and treasures for the glory of 
God and the service of mankind. 

PRAY FOR MISSION GRANTS 
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Mitey Meter     
$58,335 
 
$53,000 
 
$48,000 
 
$43,000 
 
$38,000 
 
$33,000 
 
$28,000 

I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does 
my help come from?  My help comes 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.  Psalm 121: 1, 2 
     It’s now September, but my thoughts 
go back to June when I attended the 
LWML Convention in Portland, OR.  
We did lift our eyes to the many hills 
and mountains around Portland.  The 
wonderfully inspirational programming 
at the convention helped us to focus on 
Jesus through the speakers, Bible stud-
ies, and music.  Most of you were not 
blessed to be there, but my thoughts for 
you are to encourage you to take advan-
tage of the opportunities that are given to 
you this coming year.  They might be 
LWML District or Zone activities, your 
own local meetings, or even your own 

church services and Bible studies.  
Yes, it is often easier to stay at home – 
but the inspiration and fellowship that 
we receive when attending these 
events is so uplifting.  When you do 
stay at home, remember to be in the 
Word with your own personal Bible 
Study time.  Our LWML National 
President Jan Wendorf encouraged all 
to be daily walking with the Lord. 
     Through LWML we all have the 
opportunity to support mission pro-
jects.  At the Convention a new mis-
sion goal of $1,825,000 was adopted 
that will go to 19 new projects. (see 
page  7)  Our own District has an addi-
tional goal of $53,000.  Two schools – 
Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary 
School in E. St Louis and Christ Our 
Rock Lutheran High School in Cen-
tralia have been recent recipients of 
our mites. These funds help with tui-
tion and also the building fund at 
Unity.   Another $4,000 in grant funds 
have gone to Seminary students and 

$2,926 from the Student Assistance 
Fund was given to college students 
going into full time church work.  
Please remember to support our pro-
jects with your mites and prayers. 

The St. Louis Seminary recipients 
were: John Schultz, Wood River; Dean 
Herberts, Collinsville; Jacob Mueller, 
New Minden; Kory Janneke, Steele-
ville and Todd Liefer, Red Bud. 

Student Assistance Fund recipents 
were: Mark Bello and Cynthia Spen-
ner, Hoffmann, Concordia Wisconsin; 
Joy Roberson, Dorsey, Cue-Net; 
Timothy Schackel, New Athens, Con-
cordia St. Paul; Melissa Wren, Collins-
ville, Concordia Seward; Johsua Tin-
ney, Belleville, Concordia Austin and 
Ryan Ballard, Collinsville, Concordia 
Chicago. 
     A year from now our District will 
adopt new projects at our 2010 Con-
vention.  Grant request forms are avail-
able on the web site (SIDLWML.org), 
by email(danmicroth@charter.net), or 
postal mail(Mickey Roth, 110 Fox-
brush Dr., Belleville, IL  62221).  Re-
quest forms should be returned by Feb. 
1, 2010. 

LWML MISSION GRANTS 2008-2010 BIENNIUM 
Total Mite Goal: $53,000.00 

Grant Name                                                                     Grant Goal          Disbursed             To be Paid 
-Care of Widows, Cows for Kids              $2,400           $2,400               -0- 
-International and Campus Ministry                 
Our Savior, Carbondale                              $5,400           $2,700           $2,700 
-Ministry by Mail to the Armed Forces      $5,000           $5,000              -0- 
-Orphan Rescue and Outreach 
in Botswana, South Africa                          $2,000            $2,000             -0- 
-Seminary Student Scholarship Fund          $8,000            $4,000           $4,000 
-Shared Prison Ministry with SID               $7,000            $3,500           $3,500 
-SIUE Lutheran Campus Ministry  
Outreach Program                                       $5,400            $2,700           $2,700 
-Today’s Light and The Lutheran  
Messenger in Braille                                    $4,000           $2,000           $2,000 
-Tuition Assistance Fund at  Christ 
Our Rock Lutheran High School                 $7,000            $3,500          $3,500 
-Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary  
School, E. St. Louis                                     $6,000            $1,500          $4,500 
-Vicar- Missionary Tract for  
Church Plant and Prison Ministry                $800                  $800              -0- 
Totals                                                       $53,000             $30,100      $22,900 
 
Designated gift to Orphan Rescue and Outreach          $61.36 
                                            



Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and 
you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be for-
given; give and it will be given to you. Luke 6:37-38a 

One of my favorite sayings is “You can’t judge a book 
by its cover.” I think about this every time I am at the library 
looking at new releases being totally influenced by the cov-
ers! I have picked up some books that looked great but were 
returned after just a few chapters. I tend to look for the same 
authors (who had good covers in the past) and skip new 
names.  I am probably missing out on some great reads be-
cause the cover didn’t interest me.  

I think the same saying can apply to people. We won’t 
always admit it, but how a person looks to us, how they act, 
things they say, can influence what we think about that per-
son. This is part of being a sinful human.  And it is often just 
looked at as part of life. Jesus knows that we cannot help 
judging others. But we need to remember that there is a 
story inside. Each human has life experience that has shaped 
her into the person she is. You know how your perspective 
can change as you learn more about a person.  

My mom sometimes can come across as cold and uncar-

KEEP MISSIONS IN PRAYER 

Vice President of Human Care 
   Debbie Wudtke 
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The purpose of Servant Resources is to provide leadership devel-
opment and maintain structure to equip the members of the SID 
LWML to follow in the footsteps of Christ, our true leader and 
guide. 

Vice President of Servant Resources 
Mary Ann Sachtleben 

not.  Most of the time we adapt and accept it, we 
really have no choice in it.  Sometimes, we resist 
change and then become very frustrated and upset 
with it. How we deal with change depends on our 
attitudes in general.  I don’t like change, and 
therefore don’t adapt too easily.  My husband, 
well he rolls with the punches while keeping his 
nose to the ground and moves forward.  Wish I 
could be more like him! 

This is a change that I think we can all live 
with.  I previously asked the SID societies and 
zones to review, update, and submit their bylaws 
so that they will be incompliance with our Na-
tional guidelines.  Societies need to submit their 
bylaws to their Zone presidents.  Zones need to 
submit their bylaws to me. It is good to review 
and change our bylaws so that we can stay fo-
cused on goals.  This change is for the good! 

One thing we can always count on is our 
Heavenly Father.  His Love for us is constant and 
we can take comfort in that he will never change.  
He remembers his promises and will always be 
there for us no matter what is happening in our 
lives. Jesus Christ never changes.  He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever!  Alleluia! 
 
 

 
REMEMBER TO PRAY 
AT NOON WITH ALL  

THE LWMLERS 

Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

Life is funny.  Just when you think things that have 
stayed the same forever, they change.  You can’t always 
count on some things not ever changing.  This year has 
brought about many changes in our family’s lives.  Change 
number 1:  My husband’s company changed hands.  Praise 
God, he was kept on and is still employed.  Change number 
2:  My school merged with another school creating a new 
school.  That was a tough change!  Change number 3:  Our 
youngest son graduated from college and then moved to 
Wichita, KS.  That was a happy/sad change in our lives.  
Change number 4:  My mother-in-law re-married and we 
inherited several new members to the family.  That was a 
BIG change!  The point to all of this is that change in our 
lives is inevitable.  It will happen whether we want it to or 
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ing. She is a short, feisty redhead. But she has a 
story. I don’t know it all, but I know it involves 
abuse as a child. She had to learn how to deal with 
her life so she could function in our world.  She 
tends to keep her emotions very close to her heart. 
To me, she is an amazing mom and friend. I will 
never learn her whole story as she will not talk 
about it.  

There a lot of people who we will never get to 
know. People we see at the grocery store with 
their eyebrow pierced or their hair purple, people 
we pass at the airport with their trendy designer 
vacation clothes, moms with bawling babies in the 
back of church; all of these people have been 
shaped by their life and how they have dealt with 
it. These humans are just like us, sinful and un-
clean, but they have been washed as white as 
snow by the blood of Jesus just as we have been.  

Let’s try to remember that they are also God’s 
creation and we can set a great example by not 
judging these people by their cover! Instead get to 
know them or pray that their life is being lived as 
a God pleasing one. 



   PRAISE GOD EVERYDAY 
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Vice President of Communication 
  Lucy Thompson 

The purpose of this office is to inform the district of what 
has happened and what will be taking place in the LWML. 
“ 2For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the 
day of salvation I helped you."[a]  I tell you, now is the time of 
God's favor, now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2 
Procrastinating is a terrible state to be in, it must be a sin, I 
know that it bothers those around us who depend on something 
we were suppose to do. I am the Chief of Procrastinators, a 
grand waster of time and energy. It really isn’t something to 
laugh nor to be proud of but instead it is something to pray 
about constantly. As the verse says now not later, I may be 
missing out. 

Don’t procrastinate about signing up for the Fall Retreat-the 
deadline is October the 4th. It would be great if everyone who 
intended to stay overnight got their reservation in much earlier 
so that the women who do the planning can confirm exactly 
how many beds we will require. The retreat looks like it will be 
better than ever. This will be a great time to gather with your 
sisters in Christ, to pray, to reflect and to absorb all God has for 
you. I am looking forward to seeing you in October. 

PROCLAIM CHRIST BOLDLY 
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The purpose of Christian Life is to share information and mate-
rials that will help nurture the women in the Southern Illinois 
District as they grow spiritually to love and serve the Lord. 

Welcome Refreshment 
[Jesus said,] “Whoever drinks of the water that I will give 

him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.”  (John 4:14 ESV) 

A few weeks ago a new addition came to downtown St. 
Louis that brings a smile to my face every time I see it. As one 
of the city’s sprucing-up projects for the Major League Baseball 
All-Star Game, a new park was added on a street near Busch 
Stadium. The main feature of this park is a series of fountains 
that spring up from under the pavement. When people walk 
across the pavement, these fountains intermittently burst upward 
with brief streams of cool water. These unexpected springs of 
water bring surprise, followed by joy and delight to toddlers, 
children, and even adults. You should see the smiles and hear 
the laughter! These fountains have been a refreshing relief on 
the hot and humid summer days we’ve recently experienced. 

The living springs of water that our Lord Jesus gives provide 
unending refreshment and joy to all who believe in Him. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ living water is an internal foun-
tain of cleansing forgiveness and power that allows us to live as 
His redeemed people. Our personal, God-given springs of living 
water equip us, empower us, and excite us to serve Him. When 

we are hot, dry, and weary due to the burdens we face on 
this earth, the living water that Jesus gives us relieves the 
pain in our hearts broken by sin and sadness. Jesus’ liv-
ing water revives our hearts with new, eternal life. This 
wonderful living water renews us so that we may live for 
Him and overflow like gushing geysers in all seasons as 
we serve our loving Savior. 

Speaking of “Gushing Geysers,” I’m excited to an-
nounce that this is our theme for the upcoming SID 
LWML Fall Retreat! Based on Ecclesiastes 3:1, the re-
treat will focus on how we can overflow for the Lord in 
all seasons. At beautiful Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, 
we’ll discover all kinds of ways to “be a geyser” for Je-
sus. We will be refreshed in Bible study and prayer. 
We’ll rest and relax together as sisters in Christ. We’ll be 
renewed through worship with Holy Communion. Along 
the way we’ll also have several overflowing surprises! I 
can’t wait! 

Elsewhere in this Missio-
nette, you’ll find a registration 
form with the details for this 
“Gushing Geysers” retreat. The 
registration form is also found 
on the SID LWML website. 
You can register for both Friday night and Saturday, or 
just for the Saturday activities, if this better fits your 
schedule. So mark your calendars for Oct. 23 and 24. 
Join us as we overflow in and for the Lord! 

Vice President of Christian Life 
Diane Grebing 
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2009-2011 Grants Selected in Portland 
1. Defray the Cost of Shipping Quilts by Lutheran 
World Relief $80,000; 2. Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis Food Bank Relocation $50,000; 3. The Car-
penter’s Hands-Youth Refurbish Homes in Florida 
$26,000; 4. Psalm 69:14 Project-Emergency Disaster 
Aid in Texas, Oklahoma & Louisiana $50,000; 5. 
Digitize Classes for Specific Ministry Pastor Pro-
gram-Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne; 6. 10 Chap-
els, Transportation and Pastoral Training in Tanzania 
$88,000; 7. Body and Soul Care for Children in India 
$50,000; 8. LCMS Prison Ministry Provides Devo-
tional Materials $50,000; 9. Lutheran Braille Work-
ers Provide English Braille Bibles-Africa $100,000; 
10. Kyrgyzstan Locals Trained for Evangelism 
$100,000; 11.  The Hope Center for Refugees and 
Immigrants-Ohio $90,000; 12. Human Care and Pas-
toral Ministries Developed in Latvia and Lithuania 
$87,500; 13. Mission Support to Disabled Children-
Dominican Republic, $50,000; 14. Native Leadership 
Scholarships for Students Enroll in Ethnic Immigrant 
Institute of Theology $100,000; 15. Humanitarian 
Care Outreach in Kazakhstan $90,000; 16. Interna-
tional Student Ministry Provides Bibles & Christ-
Oriented Resources $30,000; Earthquake Relief Aid 
and Church Plants in Peru $100,000; 18. Light of 
Christ Chinese Lutheran Mission-St. Louis $75,000; 
19. Humanitarian Aid Opens Mission Field in North 
Korea $87,482 (partially funded). 
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Around the District 
Upper Kaskaskia Zone’s Spring Rally was hosted 

by St. John’s, New Minden.  It was a day filled with 
fellowship and fun.  Rev. John Lohm, director of the 
Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, was the speaker.  He was a 
Muslim as a teenager and became a Christian.  He 
shared his story about his “life-saving” experience and 
how we need to share and witness to others.  The Fall 
Workshop is Oct. 17 at Bethlehem,  Ferrin. 
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*Denotes Student Assistance Fund 

STILL ACTIVE —A 90th 
birthday was celebrated by 
Dorothy Mary Buesk 
Fisher, a member of Trin-
ity, Darmstadt. Her daugh-
ter, Rosemary Fulton, had a 
Mother’s Day LWML 
meeting at her home to 
celebrate the occasion.  
Dorothy still lives alone, 
does all her own work like 
a 36 year old and is a great 
person, her daughter says.  
She also attends all the 
LWML meetings. 


